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“A PROPERLY TRAINED LIBRARIAN, ANIMATED BY A BURN- 
ING DESIRE TO DISTRIBUTE THE BEST IDEAS, CAN DO A CON- 
SPICUOUSLY SUCCESSFUL JOB WITH THE LOUSIEST KIND OF 
EQUIPMENT. NOT THAT I AM ARGUING FOR POOR EQUIPMENT. 
I AM ARGUING FOR BETTER LIBRARIANS WHOSE WORK IN A 
COMMUNITY WILL MAKE THE CITIZENS EAGER TO GIVE LIBRAR- 
IANS BETTER THINGS WITH WHICH TO WORK.” 


THOMAS DREIER, FRIEND OF THE LIBRARY 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. (LIBRARY JOURNAL, 
VOL. 75, No. 14, August, 1951) 
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One of the stack areas of the new 6-story Oklahoma A&M College Library. 






These unit-type #52 steel bookstacks are the very latest innovation in stack 
construction. All furniture and stacks were supplied by the Library Bureau. 


The revolutionary new Type #52 
stack design is the very ultimate in 
unit construction. It permits complete 
flexibility of expansion or change 
without dismantling any part of the 
stack and is adaptable to all installa- 
tions, large or small. 

Each section of the unit is an integ- 
ral component. The new type uprights 
are 20% stronger on the major axis 
than square tube construction, or that 
of any competitive design. 

The base construction features one- 


piece-plate base brackets extending 
from face to face of double faced sec- 
tions. Levelling clips which permit 
adjustment to compensate for irregu- 
larities in the floor level. Rubber pad 
(Isomode) on bottom of stack upright 
protects floors and prevents skidding. 
Shelving can be changed from 8” to 
10” depth whenever necessary. 

For additional information on 
Library Bureau “Type 52” write today 
for your free copies of two booklets, 
LBV604 and LBVS597. 


Fé. enungton Mand 





341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 





1711 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 13, La. 
215 South Lamar Street, P.O. Box 1062, Jackson 11, Miss. 















FRONT VIEW NO. L-100 CHARGING DESK 


Prestige 


line of library furniture 
by Southern Desk Company 


Featuring Mellow Oak finish, the charging desk illustrated 18 sectionalized to fit any 
library need. Ask for Catalog 36 to see illustrations and details of the entire compre- 


hensive line. Suggested layouts gladly furnished you on request, without cost or 
obligation. 
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Rear view 


We are also specialists in the manufacture of 


AUDITORIUM SEATING FOLDING TABLES AND CHAIRS 
CLASSROOM SEATING LABORATORY FURNITURE 
CAFETERIA TABLES AND CHAIRS OFFICE FURNITURE 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY 


* HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 
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Editorial Board Changes 


Mattie Milner, formerly school library representative, will now 
represent public libraries in the place of Willie D. Halsell who left the 
public library field to join the State College library staff. Sue Coltharp, 
school librarian, Potts Camp, will be school library representative. 
M. L. A. Executive Board has discussed the appointment of a representa- 
tive of special libraries and an appointment will probably be made before 
the next issue of the News. 


0) 


LIBRARY COMMISSION STAFF CHANGES 


Mrs. Kay Cooley, whose home is in Wesson, has returned to the state 
to join the staff of the Library Commission as circulation librarian. 
After receiving B.A. and B.S. in L.S. degrees from Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Mrs. Cooley worked in the Louisiana State Department of Edu- 
cation library, as librarian in several Louisiana schools, in the Ouachita 
Parish Library, Monroe and one year in the St. Tammany Parish Library 
Demonstration, Covington, Louisiana. Mrs. Beatrice Pridgen has been 
assigned as assistant in the circulation department. Mrs. Joanna Edwards, 
who had given most efficient service as secretary-bookkeeper for the 
past several years, resigned and the position taken by Miss Ruth Price, 
who formerly held a similar position with the State Retirement System. 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting Reported 


Under the theme OUR LIBRARIANS SERVE THE PRECIOUS 
LIBERTIES OF OUR NATION, the Biloxi meeting October 23-24 seemed 
to be a success from the standpoint of inspiration, work accomplished 
and fellowship. Registration was 155. 





Feature speakers for general sessions were Jean Colby, children’s 
editor for Farrar, Straus and Young; Helen Wessels, Editor of Library 
Journal; and Mark Ethridge, Publisher of the Louisville (Ky.) Courier 
Journal. Mrs. Colby made a delightful talk on the editing and publishing 
of children’s books. Mrs. Wessels and Mr. Ethridge both emphasized the 
need for clear thinking and courageous action in combating fear and 
suspicion inspired by communism and communistic methods or repression 
of individual liberties. They urged the necessity to keep open minds, to 
be ready to defend these freedoms and not to fall prey to anti-com- 
munistic hysteria inspired by fear and ignorance. 


At the Saturday luncheon Mr. James Eaton, Gulfport attorney, spoke 
on “MISSISSIPPI, THE NATION’S NUMBER ONE ECONOMIC PRO- 
GRESS,” and showed by graphs, facts and figures that we may well be 
proud of the development of the state’s natural resources and industrial 
progress. He said that the provision of adequate reading resources for 
all the people should be a part of the state development program. 


Gretchen Schenk came back “home to Mississippi” to act as modera- 
tor of a panel discussion on Effective Library Service For All. Partici- 
pating on the panel were: Mrs. Wessels; Garland Taylor, Librarian, 
Tulane University; Katherin Hanley, Veterans’ Administration librarian 
and Annabelle Koonce, School Library Supervisor. After stimulating 
talks by the leaders and discussion from the floor Gretchen summarized 
the discussion with the keyword “COOPERATION” — the necessary 
working together of librarians in all fields of service, together with 
citizens and organizations to make over all library service possible. 
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THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 
740 St. Charles Ave. New Orleans 12, La. 


We are Representatives in MISSISSIPPI for: 


LIBRARY SERVICE DIVISION 
BRO-DART INDUSTRIES 


(MANUFACTURERS OF PLASTI-KLEER BOOK JACKET 
COVERS, PLASTI-LAC BOOK SPRAY, BIND-ART 
PLASTIC ADHESIVE, ETC.) 


E. M. HALE & COMPANY 


(Publishers of CADMUS BOOKS and LANDMARK BOOKS 
In Library Binding.) 


SEND US YOUR ORDERS FOR THESE LIBRARY ITEMS. 


COLLIERS ENCYCLOPEDIA 


AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS OF THE P. F. COLLIER COMPANY 
IS SOLD IN MISSISSIPPI BY: 


Harry M. Jenkins 


740 St. Charles Ave. 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 
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At the book dinner Christine Govan, author and lecturer, gave an 
hilarious account of the difficulties in combining a writing career with 
that of wife and mother. 


Section meetings were held by college, school and public librarians 
to discuss topics of special interest. Section officers elected for the com- 
ing year are: College, Mrs. Josophine Alexander, All Saints College, 
Vicksburg, Chairman; School, Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale, Temporary 
chairman, Ruthlyn Austin, Hattiesburg, Secretary; Public, Willie Dee 
Robbins, Natchez, Chairman, Elenora Gralow, Brookhaven, Secretary. 


Important transactions of the Business Session were: The dec‘sion 
to have the 1954 Association meeting in Jackson — authorization for the 
Editorial Board of MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS to use all funds col- 
lected from advertisers to pay for publication. All costs in excess of 
revenue from this source to be shared equally by the Association and 
the Library Commission. Any receipts in excess of costs of publication 
are to held by the Association — Anona Jenkins elected as ALA Council 
Representative succeeding Anna Roberts, who was commended for her 
good services — Splendid Committee Reports, mimeographed and dis- 
tributed previous to meeting — Awards Committee set up much-needed 
standards for granting of awards. — Officers elected: President, Manie 
Berry, Director, Capital Regional Library, Raymond; Vice President, 
Mary Joan Finger, School Librarian, Clarksdale; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Mrs. Claudia Landrum, High School Librarian, Clinton. 


The Citizens Library Movement elected as state chairman, Mrs. Percy 
Howard, Lake Cormorant. Other officers are: Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, Cock- 
rum; Mrs. Cliff Thomas, Crystal Springs; Lillie May Galyean, Corinth; 
Elizabeth Wise, Hazlehurst; Mrs. Maybelle Bartlett, Como; Mrs. M. M. 
Foster, Tupelo. 


The treasurer’s report showed a balance as of October 22, 1953 of 
$1,435.04. To date paid membership for 1953 is 383 individual and 38 
institutional, a total of 421. 


Successful MLA operation and the good meeting are due to the 
work of many people but these deserve special mention: Anona Jenkins 
and Elizabeth Dakin for two years of devoted work in keeping the or- 
ganization going, records in order and finances in balance — no little 
task; to Manie Berry for services throughout the year and for putting 
through a successful program; to Alice Hatchett, membership chairman, 
for helping to secure a record membership; to the following convention 
chairmen who kept the wheels oiled: Maria Person, Local Arrangements; 
Maude Anderson, Exhibits; Katherine Handley, Hospitality; Annette 
Wilder, Registration; Virginia Robinson, reporter — an excellent job with 
news that was wide and varied and continuous. Several out of state 
papers even carried the news. 
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MLA MEMBERSHIP (Not previously reported) 


Austin, Ruthlyn, Lbn., Hattiesburg High School 
Barton, Mrs. Kate Turner, Associate Professor of Lib. Science, Mscw 
Brister, Mabel, Cataloger, D. S. T. C. Lib., Cleveland 

Cook, Amelia, Lbn., Moss Point City Lib. 

Croswell, Mrs. Marie, Lbn., Neshoba County Lib., Philadelphia 
Duncan, Mrs. Ruth B., Lbn., Wood Junior College, Mathiston 
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Erck, Frankie, Bookmobile Lbn., Lee County Lib., Tupelo 

Fields, Mrs. J. C., Lbn. Ass’t, Hattiesburg Public Lib. 

Grashot, Elizabeth, Lbn., Hattiesburg Public Lib. 

Graves, Mrs. Ruby, Bookmobile Lbn., Hattiesburg Public Lib. 
Hankenson, Mrs. E. C., Lbn., Magee High School 

Hanley, Katheryn T., Chief Lbn., V. A. Hospital Lib., Gulfport 
Harding, Lillye, Lbn., Gulfport High School 

Holcomb, Mrs. Elizabeth C., Acting Lbn., Lee County Lib., Tupelo 
Humphreys, Lela, Assistant Lbn., Evans Memorial Lib., Aberdeen 
Kemp, Mrs. T. C., Lbn., Magee High School 

Kittle, Grace, Lbn., Minter City High School 

Love, Beth, Bookmobile Lbn., First Regional Lib., Hernando 
McEachern, Mrs. Josie, Branch Lbn., Sunflower County Lib., Sunflower 
McMullan, Bernice, Lbn., Bay Springs High School 

Martin, Mrs. Ethel, Assistant, Hattiesburg Public Lib. 

Mobley, Elise, Part-time Lib. Assistant, Clarksdale Pub. Lib. 

Mowrey, Harvey S., Ass’t Lbn., Meridian Public Lib. 

Murphree, Mr. E. L., Lbn., Okolona High School 

Oswalt, Minnie, Lbn., Tunica High School 

Person, Maria, Lbn., Gulfport-Harrison County Lib. 

Roberts, Annie Bess, Branch Lbn., Capital Regional Lib., Raymond 
Shelby, Mrs. Rosa Belle, Lbn., Rosedale-Bolivar County Lib. 

Siddon, Irene, High School Princ. and Lbn., Belzoni 

Walker, Mrs. Joseph M., Trustee, McComb Library 

Walters, Mrs. Verdie Rhee, Teacher-Lib., Greenwood Springs High School 
Yarber, Mrs. Ernestine, Branch Lbn., Northeast Regional Lib., Belmont 
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Institutional Members 


Ada Sessions Fant Memorial Library, Macon, Mrs. Burton Ford, Lbn. 
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Membership dues to MLA are $1.00 individual and $2.50 institutional. 
Dues are collected for the calendar year, January-December. The new 
treasurer, Mrs. Claudia Landrum, Clinton, says it will save her time and 
the Association expenses if members will send in 1954 dues without being 
notified. 
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NEWS FROM LIBRARIES 





School Libraries — By Sue Coltharp 


Upon the resignation of Mrs. Jennie Beth Clark, Columbia, as Chair- 
man of the School Library Section of the Mississippi Library Association 
and the Mississippi Education Association, Mary Joan Finger, the former 
vice-president, was made president. She will serve as State Assembly 
Member for Mississippi at the meetings of the American Association of 
School Librarians. 
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Some Changes — 


The following school librarians are in these new positions this year: 
Betty McCarty, Long Beach; Mrs. Mildred Caldwell, Pontotoc; Dorothy 
Cundiff, Hardy Junior High, Jackson; Mrs. Sinclair Daniels, Brookhaven; 
Ena Kay Hudson, Beat Four School, Wayne County; Mae Rogers, Pasca- 
goula; Verlie Duncan, Central High School, Jackson; Mrs. J. G. Herbert, 
Carr Central High, Vicksburg. 


Student assistant organizations have now been formed in all four- 
teen regions of the state. Region I met September 19 in Cleveland. The 
following officers were elected: President, Stephen F. Clark, West Talla- 
hatchie High School; Vice-President, Mrs. Aucy Ramsey, Cleveland High 
School; Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Arrington, Marks High School; Re- 
porter, Mrs. W. H. King, Boyle High School; Professional Relations Chair- 
man, Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale High School. Region II will meet in 
Hattiesburg Junior High, November 14. Region V met October 10 at 
Bailey Junior High School, Jackson. Region VI met October 10 at Her- 
nando High School. Plans were made to have four meetings during the 
school year. The next meeting will be December 10, in Holly Springs 
High School Library. Region XIII met September 26 in Hollandale. The 
next meeting will be held January 14, 1954, in Cary. Officers for this 
region are: President, Callie D. Chism, Hollandale High School; Vice- 
President, Mrs. F. S. Franklin, Redwood High School; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Carolyn Crowel, Cary High School. 


Region XIV met in Natchez, October 10. They will meet again Janu- 
ary 23, 1954. The group officers are: President, Clara Chamberlain, Nat- 
chez Public Schools; Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Kennedy, Port Gibson 
High School. Region X will meet October 31 in Brookhaven High School. 
At the meeting of Region VI in Hernando, it was decided to have the 
next meeting on a school day. This suggestion came from one of the 
school superintendents in this region. It was thought that a more repre- 
sentative group of both student assistants and librarians could attend. 
So many in both groups had Saturday appointments that kept them from 
attending the earlier meetings. Holly Springs invited the group to come 
to their school Thursday morning, December 10. Some of the plans for 
this meeting include a mending demonstration, and skits from Batesville 
and Potts Camp students. 


During the M. L. A. meeting in Biloxi, the following met to make 
plans for a state-wide meeting of library assistant in Jackson next spring: 
Lillye D. Harding, Gulfport; Ruthlyn Austin, Hattiesburg; Mrs. Cora 
Edwards, Newton; Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale; Mattie Mae Viverette, 
Ellisville; Stephen F. Clark, Webb; Mrs. Joseph McDonald, Prentiss; 
Mary Love, Jackson; Mrs. S. F. MaGee, Monticello, and Annabelle Koonce 
of the State Department of Education. 


re 


Sister M. Madonna, librarian of St. Francis High School, Yazoo City, 
has made several visits to the Library Commission to secure information 
for a thesis. She will receive an M. A. degree in library science next 
year from Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois. 





School Librarians, Please: 


Why not let others know what you are doing? Share with us those 
ideas, experiments, and suggestions! It takes very little time to write 
about what is going on in your own situation, and we are all interested! 
Let’s make this column one of mutual communication. I shall be writing 
you, but you are urged to send me news items at any time. Please don’t 
wait to be asked. As soon as something of interest happens, send it on 
at once to this reporter so it will be ready for the next issue of the news. 
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Save Your Library Money -- - - 


ON 


CLASS A BINDING 


LET US DO YOUR WORK 


Tuscaloosa Library Bindery 


CLAKEY BELL, Owner 
“Library Binding a Specialty” 


2122 BROAD STREET TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 


- - - “BOUND TO PLEASE” - - - 
























SInCE 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


New Orleans 12, La. 


ASK about our plan for increasing your book budget by 
sending discards and duplicates for credit. 


Subscriptions to all magazines and periodicals handled 
promptly. 


Send us your Want List of out of print books. Search and 
quotations submitted without obligation or cost. 


Wholesale and Distributors 
For All Publishers 


WE SUPPLY ANY BOOK 





























LIBRARY NEWS 





PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
by Mattie Milner 


Elizabeth Jones, Grenada County Library, writes: “Since the dust of 
the ‘Battle of the Boards’ has cleared away, we are trying to evaluate 
the outcome. As to the actual financial status we do not feel that we 
have gained much in dollars and cents. However we have been voted 
one-half mill in both city and county, so we think we have “arrived”. 
Millage seems to be the goal of every good library, at least, so we are 
told and taught by the powers that be — Several other goals have been 
accomplished this fall. Our vertical file is now set up and ready for use 
in two brand new steel cabinets — The library has added the Encyclo- 
pedia Americana. All our other encyclopedias have been either gifts or 
memorials and we feel very set up to be able to purchase a good refer- 
ence tool from the regular funds — Our negro children are now getting 
service through the schools. The Jeanes Supervisor has been supplied 
with books from the Library Commission —For Book Week we are 
planning exhibits and posters following the theme for this year with the 
emphasis on the “old favorites” which we fear are being snowed under 
by the new mysteries, science fiction, and cowboy rage. 


The Harriette person Memorial Library, Port Gibson, had an Indian 
Reading Club with thirty-three enthusiastic members. The library is 
sponsoring a Great Books discussion group. —Plans are being made to 
observe Book Week with a silver tea and a costume party for the children. 


The Oktibbeha County Library opened a branch for negroes in March 
of this year. The branch is located in the negro Methodist Church and at 
present the pastor gives volunteer supervision. Gift books have been 
received and community interest shown. 


The Capital Regional Library was well represented at the recent 
MLA meeting. Manie Berry accompanied ten of her branch librarians 
and assistants down to Biloxi. 


Mrs. Claudia Minga, chairman of the Montgomery County Library 
Board, reports that their library is giving some service to negroes. Even 
with a small book budget the library has added books for this purpose — 
biographies of outstanding negroes and some books for the use of negro 
schools. 


The Greenwood-Leflore Library announces the appointment of Mrs. 
S. C. Mounger as a member of the library board os Mrs. D. S. 
Wheatley whose valuable leadership will be missed. rs. Mounger, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Whitman Davis, Oxford, brings to the board a 
background of excellent experience in civic, church and PTA work. 


Since the City-County Library, Bay St. Louis, is housed in its own 
library building. Louise Crawford plans to have a series of book reviews 
for adults and a story hour for children. Martha County and Mattie 
Milner from the Library Commission staff have spent some time at the 
library assisting Miss Crawford with cataloging and organizing the 6000 
books received as a gift from Miss Ruth Knowles. 


The children’s room of the Canton Public Library has been com- 
pletely furnished by the Maids and Matrons Club which recently made 
a gift of $700.00 to add to former donations they had made to the library. 
Mrs. John Robinson, librarian, reports that this club plans other additions 
of pictures and chairs to this already very attractive room. Other plans 
for the library are for a children’s story hour and a garden club center. 
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Mrs. Hattie Pittman, Walthall County librarian, reports that the 
local Rotary Club made a recent gift of $50.00 for books and the Woman’s 
Club gave the library a set of The World Book Encyclopedia. 


Miss Daisy Lewis, Greenville’s Youth Ambassador to Finland, will 
be guest story teller at a William Alexander Percy Library Story Hour 
soon. She will tell folk and fairy tales from the Scandinavian countries 
and will tell the children about the life of Finnish boys and girls. 
Recently this library had an exhibit of 14 paintings by William Ewing. 
The artist was present for the opening of the show, which attracted 
about 200 visitors. In connection with the exhibition, the library slogan 
for the week was “Art Is For Everyone.” There was a display of books 
on art and book lists for the visitors to the exhibit. The Delta Democrat 
Times featured a story during the week about art books in the library. 
The library’s radio review of the book “A Lamp is Heavy” has attracted 
The State Health Department which plans to use it in a nurse recruiting 
program. 


The Clarksdale library recently held its annual Arts and Crafts 
exhibit which shows handicrafts and art work produced in Coahoma 
County. The exhibit is open for two weeks and has stimulated interest 
in this type of creative activity, and brought a great many people to the 
library. Books relating to the various types of art are displayed with 
the exhibit. 


Mrs. L. B. Reid has been appointed librarian of the Houston Public 
Library. One of Mrs. Reid’s first activities will be to promote tag day 
to raise library funds. 


Mrs. H. P. Wamble has been appointed in charge of the Wren branch 
of the Tombigbee Regional Library. Two other libraries in the region 
are being renovated, Amory and West Point. Extensive renovations are 
under way in West Point and this Carnegie Library is taking on the new 
look with fresh paint, new floors, shelves and a complete overhauling. 
Successful similar reading clubs have been conducted in Amory and West 
Point and reading certificates will be awarded during Book Week. The 
West Point Junior Auxiliary continued sponsorship of the story hour for 
the fifth consecutive summer, the program being broadcast directly from 
the library. 


Jeannine Todd, assistant at the Lee County Library, will be married 
to Henry J. Eaton, November 27, and plans to continue her library 
work. — The library is going forward with plans to open a branch for 
Negroes. Negro friends of the library are helping with the project. A 
club of 25 negro men has redecorated the room and equipped it with 
shelves, rug, bulletin board and magazine stand. The library is adding 
eight sets of Enrichment Records to its record collection. These are 
records of American historical events from Landmark books. — Two 
groups of Cub Scouts have toured the library as Point One in a city 
tour to points of civic and historicai interest. The library and book- 
mobile service was explained to them. Before they left, each boy checked 
books from the library, and the Den Mothers checked material of interest 
to guide them on a tour of the city. 


The Ada Sessions Fant Library, Macon, is sponsoring a quarterly 
book review. A local club is displaying flower arrangements at the 
library, the arrangements representing book titles. Mrs. Ford, librarian, 
says the flowers and the books they represent are attracting many to the 
library. 
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Mrs. Mildred Lanfair, after some years of faithful service as librarian 
in Durant, has resigned to accept a position in the office of the County 
Superintendent of Education. Mrs. Ross Rhyne, Jr., has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy. 


Sarah Dickson says that the Tallahatchie County Library has in- 
creased its annual circulation from 27,223 to 50,153 and gives the book- 
mobile credit for a large part of the increase. The library furnishes 
books for the Home Reading Course sponsored by the extension depart- 
ment of the University. 


Mrs. McGraw, Louisville, reports progress and increased community 
interest in the library. The Woman’s Club plans to install a better 
lighting system for the library. The same club has recently donated 
$115.00 for book shelves. The local radio station has begun a weekly 
library broadcast. 


Mrs. Martha Lang, formerly cataloger at the Jackson Public Library, 
has joined the staff of the Department of Archives and History. Sybil 
Ann Hanna has been appointed head of the children’s library at Jackson 
Public. Miss Hanna, whose home is in Iowa, is a recent graduate of the 
University of Illinois Library School. Walter Wicker is bookmobile 
librarian for the First Regional Library. Mr. Wicker received a bache- 
lor’s degree and certificate in library science from the University and 
was recently released from military service. 


Need library reports be dull statistics? It doesn’t seem so from the 
pictorial annual reports made by the Meridian Public and the First 
Regional Libraries. These reports tell a vivid story briefly and attrac- 
tively. 
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“The Land of Begining Again” has a new inhabitant — the Biloxi 
Public Library. While Biloxi was the oldest public library in the state, 
circumstances had prevented its development with the years. Now the 
citizens of Biloxi have, indeed, turned the tables and eliminated some 
of the obsticles to good library service. 


It all began with the Pilot Club that became concerned about their 
library, wrote the Library Commission for advisory help, and then 
enlisted the support of the Civic Club Council in an effort to do some- 
thing. The Council, composed of representatives of organized clubs in 
the city, turned the full light of honest criticism on their library and on 
themselves for their neglect of an important institution. 


First of all, there is a new city administration that is concerned about 
the library and insistent on business-like operation. Then, there is a new 
library board keenly aware that the people of Biloxi are looking to them 
for library leadership. And — there is a new librarian. To be sure, the 
same individual, but Florence Friedhoff herself is the one who de- 
clares that “Biloxi has a new librarian.” With aroused public opinion, 
a concerned city administration, and an alert library board, one does 
become a new librarian. Last, but by no means least, there’s a new 
budget — with real money in it! 


Names of the people responsible for this new library interest would 
read like a “Who’s Who Among Biloxians.” Too city wide in its scope 
to be accredited to any group or individuals, the campaign did center 
around the Civic Council with its able library chairman, Miss Irma 
Harvey. Mayor Quave and Finance Commissioner Carl Short, along 








134 LIBRARY NEWS 





with City Attorney Thomas J. Wiltz, did their official part. Continued 
responsibility falls on the new, vigorous library board consisting of Mrs. 
M. R. Mosley, Mrs. Eugene Peresich, Mrs. J. C. Clower and Mrs. Mary 
Henley. Renewed library activity is getting under way fast with weed- 
ing, building renovations, staff additions, new books, and plans for 
closer cooperation with the Harrison County Library. 
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News from College Libraries was not received in time to be included 
in this issue and will be in the next issue. 





LIBRARY FURNITURE! 


WOOD & STEEL 
Tables - - Chairs 
Book Trucks - - Shelving 
Stacks - - Technical Equip. 


BODINE - BRYSON & ROLLING 
719 SO. 20TH ST. BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
TELEPHONE 54-4636 











DIXIE BOOKBINDING CO. 


E. H. Young, Proprietor 


Bible -- Library Binding -- Gold Lettering 
Ruling - - Loose Leaf Binding 


215 S. FARISH - DIAL 3-1483 - JACKSON, MISS. 
MISSISSIPP! OWNED OPERATED 


In writing please mention this ad 








INTRODUCING... 
Poly-Mend 
“THE ALL PURPOSE PLASTIC LIBRARY ADHESIVE” 


Write today for special low introductory prices and 
order card. 


SOUTHERN LIBRARY BINDERY 
Box 5052-E Nashville 6, Tenn. 














“e FON Oe 








LIBRARY NEWS 135 





ADULT EDUCATION PROJECT AVAILABLE 


The Library Commission recently received announcement from The 
American Library Association of the availability of money from the 
Fund for Adult Education for adult education projects on both the local 
and state levels and individual study grants in the field of Adult educa- 
tion. This information was publicized among libraries and a group of 
public librarians were called together by Mrs. C. C. Clark, Chairman of 
M. L. A. Adult Education Committee, to discuss projects that might be 
useful and to make plans for requesting funds from A. L. A. to promote 
these projects. After a great deal of study and discussion, project re- 
quests were sent in by libraries in the North East Region, the First 
Region, Clarksdale Public, Greenwood Public and The Library Commis- 
tion. These projects covering a range of adult education services include, 
for the Library Commission, a state-wide film service, demonstration of 
intensive adult education activities in one regional library, and library 
service to industry. Forums, discussions, program planning and adult 
study courses were included in local library requests. 


Miss Violet Myer from A. L. A. headquarters came to the state 
November 5 to interview those who had submitted projects. Manie Berry 
and Jeanne Broach were at the Library Commission and, with some 
members of the Commission staff, discussed the project proposals. Miss 
Berry, Miss Broach, Mrs. Currier and Mrs. Eley went with Miss Myer to 
Greenwood, Clarksdale and Hernando to discuss their project requests. 
Miss Myer expressed interest in all projects submitted but said that 
requests far exceed available funds and the screening committee would 
have a difficult time in selecting the most worthwhile projects from 
among the many received from libraries throughout the United States. 


On the visit to libraries in Greenwood, Clarksdale and Hernando the 
group peeped in at the attractive Canton Public (this being the afternoon 
that it was closed) and had a short stop and bookmobile inspection at 
the Tallahatchie County Library, Charleston. Miss Myer, who is on 
leave from the Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore, did not see a Mississippi 
library as big and bustling as she is accustomed to but was complemen- 
tary of the library progress being made in the state and of the service 
given from smaller libraries. 


0) 
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BACK ON THE CRACKER BARREL — AMERICAN HERITAGE 
PROJECT 





In a day of more leisurely living when a larger percentage of the 
population lived in rural areas, country stores abounded and community 
life was more integrated, affairs of state were expounded by the cracker- 
barrel philosopher, at church gatherings and town meetings. Then there 
was not the apparent need for organized “forums,” and “discussion 
groups” as the complexity of modern living presents. Today Mr. Average 
Citizen often finds himself befuddled, confused and with a feeling of 
awful ignorance as to what to believe and how to be well informed. 
What with the rush, push and hurry of today’s existence, what time is 
there for reading or thinking or getting at the truth of so many conflict- 
ing announcements, headlines and just plain gossip? With the multi- 
plicity of books, papers and periodicals how is one to choose which to 
read, and how to read with understanding? 


The American Heritage Project seems to be one of the answers. 
Setting aside a regular time to meet with people of similar interests, 
having definite assignments for reading and an opportunity to talk with 
others about problems of local, state and national interest is becoming 
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HUNTTING FOR LIBRARY BOOKS !! 
@ ADULT & JUVENILES 

@ QUALITY BUCKRAM BINDING 

@ PLASTI-KLEER ECONOMY BINDING 

@ PUBLISHER’S TRADE BINDINGS 


ANY BOOK—-ANY PUBLISHER— 
ANY BINDING 

Huntting is the only wholesaler ren- 
dering this complete service. 

Huntting’s Catalogs are noted for 
completeness and useful, attractive 
arrangement. 

If you are not already on our mail- 
ing list, send today for 

oO STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG (6300 


titles) 

SPRING & FALL CATALOGS OF NEW 
JUVENILES 

HUNTTING’S MONTHLY LIST OF 


ADULT BOOKS 

oO If your buying system requires formal 
bids, please place us on your mailing 
list. 


THE H. R. HUNTTING 
co. INC. 
29 Worthington St. 
Springfield 3, Mass. 
49 Years Serving Libraries & Schools 





FOLLETT 


LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


SEND FOR OUR NEW 
1953 FALL CATALOG 
And Our Many Other 
Specialties 
UNITEXT 
LANDMARK BOOKS 
PREPRIMERS 
FLAT PICTURE BOOKS 


BOY SCOUT MERIT BADGE 
SERIES 


Hundreds of Other Specials 


FOLLETT 
LIBRARY BOOK CO. 
Division of 


Wilcox & Follett Co. 


1255 S. WABASH AVE. CHICACO 5, ILL. 








PROTECT YOUR 
RECORDS 
WITH- 


@ L. P. Record Holders 
@ Multi-Record Album 


@ Phonograph Record 
Holders 


@ Record Album Bag 


GAYLORD 
BROS., INC. 


Library Supplies 
Syracuse, N. Y. 





LIBRARIANS! 


For inviting comfort and work- 
ing efficiency — there’s none 
finer than our MID-CENTURY 
line — 

Shelving - Charging Desks 
Tables - Chairs - Card Files 
Book Trucks - Newspaper 

and Magazine Racks 


Let us design your new library or 
supplement existing equipment. 


MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


“Serving Mississippi Schools” 
Jackson, Mississippi 




















LIBRARY NEWS 137 





a most popular library-sponsored project in many communities. The 
project, which is sponsored by the American Library Association, through 
public libraries, with funds from the Ford Foundation For Adult Educa- 
tion, is under the direction of the Mississippi Library Commission in this 
state. The project is in operation in 25 local and state library agencies 
throughout the United States. It operates under the leadership of the 
local library, the librarian selecting a group leader who is interested in 
public affairs and who agrees to attend a meeting with other leaders to 
study discussion techniques and materials for local group discussion. 
Choice of subjects for discussion rests with the local librarian and the 
participating group. Project funds provide reading materials and films. 
With good library direction and a good local leader this method of 
“reading and discussing” is being enthusiastically received by many 
communities. 


Many people have learned, through meeting with this group at ¥~ 
library, of other services their library has to offer. The project has, 
fact, increased library prestige by rendering this community surdien. 


Mrs. C. C. Clark is directing American Heritage discussion groups 
in the state this fall and winter. Some libraries are sponsoring the pro- 
ject for the third year, some for the second time and some new groups 
are just beginning. Altogether there will be 28 group discussions going 
on this year. Six of these are negro groups meeting at the negro branch 
library or community center. Libraries that are continuing the project are: 
Clarksdale, Greenville, Greenwood, Itta Bena, Jackson, Meridian, Minter 
City, Olive Branch, Oxford, Sardis, Tupelo, West Point. New groups are 
being organized in Brandon, Gulfport, Hazlehurst, Hernando, Lake Cor- 
morant, Schlater, Senatobia and Wren. Some libraries are sponsoring more 
than one local group. Greenwood, where the project has been highly suc- 
cessful with dynamic leaders and excellent library sponsorship, will have 
six groups in the several county communities served by their library. 
The First Regional Library will also have six groups within their four- 
county region. The Carver Branch Library for Negroes in Jackson, is 
having the only group in the state for young adults. 


All public libraries in the state are invited to take part in this pro- 
gram of adult education. Yes, it takes work “over and above the call 
of duty” but it is a splendid opportunity for the library to bring books 
and people together — to be the means of helping its patrons have con- 
tact with the best thinking of the day on questions of vital interest, then 
to make up their own minds on these subjects. 


There is no promise that project funds will be furnished through 
the American Library Association for another year but we hope that 
when and if the time comes that there are no outside funds for promoting 
the discussions local and state budgets may be able to continue the 
sponsorship. 


0) 
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A. L. A. Publications 


The American Library Association is announcing the release of the 
long awaited (1) COUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARY DEVELOP- 
MENT, by Gretchen K. Schenk January 2, 1954. Mrs. Schenk’s book, 
based on her wide library experience, discusses the administration and 
operation of county and regional libraries, the basis for large unit 
libraries, their place in the community and their relation to local govern- 
ment. She tells how to conduct campaigns for the establishment of 
these library systems and points out dangers to avoid based on past 
experiences. The book contains excellent chapters on bookmobile and 
special services, personnel, and public relations. It has an appendix and 
a selected bibliography. 














LIBRARY NEWS 








Books... and Service 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized 
library service, is equipped to serve you well! Our staff 
is skilled in the handling of Library, School and College 
book orders. 


We welcome your patronage . . . and the opportunity 
to serve you. 


A.C. McCLURG & CO. 
“Since 1844” 
333 E. Ontario St. e Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 








THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 
Division of 
The American News Company, Inc. 
We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 
® 
Wholesale Distributors of Books for 89 Years 

+ 

Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 
e 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 


1111 South Peters St. New Orleans, La. 
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Harriet G. Long’s book, (2) RICH THE TREASURE; PUBLIC 
LIBRARY SERVICE TO CHILDREN, was released on November 16. 
Miss Long, associate professor of Library Science at Western Reserve 
University, reveiws the role of the public library in the life of the child 
so that the library’s contribution may be made increasingly effective. 
The book traces the early beginnings of children’s librarianship and 
relates the profession to contemporary thought about the child and to 
the stream of effort by which the modern community ~~ s to develop 
better citizens of tomorrow. The library as a guiding influence on the 
child’s reading and cultural development is discussed. Its challenging 
presentation should prove interesting not only to librarians but to 
teachers and students of social science. 


1 Schenk, Gretchen K. County and Regional Library Development. 
American Library Association, Chicago. 1954. 288 p. $5.25. 

2 Long, Harriet G. Rich the Treasure; Public Library Service to Child- 
dren. American Library Association, Chicago. 1953. 96 p. $2. 





Mississippi Authors 
Recent publications, compiled by Martha Couty 


Cabiniss, Allen. Agobard of Lyons — churchman & critic. Syracuse 
University Press, 1953. Dr. Cabiniss is Professor of History at the 
University of Mississippi. 


Davis, Reuben. Shim. Bobbs-Merrill, 1953. $3.00 
Story of a boy who grew up in the Delta at the turn of the century. 
The author lives in Carter, Miss. 


Hamilton, William Baskerville. Anglo-American law on the frontier: 
Thomas Rodney and his territorial cases. Duke University press, 
1953. $12.50. Now Professor of History at Duke University, Dr. 
Hamilton was graduated from Central High School in Jackson, and 
the University of Mississippi. 


Lemly, James H. The History of the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 
Richard D. Irwin, Inc., 1953. Mr. Lemly, reared in Mississippi, and 
a graduate of the University of Mississippi, wrote this book as the 
thesis for his Ph.D. He is now teaching at the University of Georgia. 


Rand, Clayton. Stars in their Eyes. Dixie Press, 1953. $10.00 
“Covers 400 years of exciting history in Louisiana, with biographies 
of 110 men and women.’ 


Street, James. The Civil War. Dial, 1953. $3.00 
“An unvarnished account of the late but still lively hostilities.” 


Sumner, Cid Ricketts. The Hornbeam Tree. Bobbs-Merrill, 1953. $3.50 
The story of a proper spinster of New England who found herself 
in an unconventional situation. The author, born in Brookhaven, 
Miss., now lives in Massachusetts. 


Wells, Charlie. Let the Night Cry. Abelard, 1953. $2.50 
A mystery story with a New Orleans setting. The author lives in 
Greenwood, Miss. 


Wood, Margaret Mary. Paths of Loneliness. Columbia University press, 
1953. $3.75. A scholarly study of isolated individuals, which attempts 
to help the lonely person understand his problems. 


Wright, Richard. The Outsider. Harper, 1953. $3.95 
The problems of man’s isolation, freedom, and responsibilities are 
presented in this novel about a young Chicago Negro 
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INDEX TO MISSISSIPP! LIBRARY NEWS, VOLUME 17, 1953 


NOTE: In this index, Public and County libraries are listed under name of town, 


Regional Libraries 


Aberdeen, L., 16, 17, 18, 19, 104, 115 

Adams, Thelma, 14 

Adult education, funds available for 
projects, 135 

Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical 
college, in 1916, 55 

Alexander, Josephine, ch. college sec- 
tion, 127 

Alpha Beta Alpha, 101 

American Heritage: meeting with 
workshop, 8, 65-67; project, Missis- 
opt. Mrs. C. C. Clark, 25-27, 108, 
13) 

American Library Association: Council, 
Anna Roberts reports, 8-9; Anona 
Jenkins, council member, 127, meet- 
ing in Los Angeles, 95-97, publica- 
tions, 137 

Archives and history dept., state wide 
program, 76, in 1916, 58 

Archives program, cooperative, state 
wide, 76 

Armstrong, Margaret, Coffeeville high 
school, 15 

Audio visual materials: Library Com- 
mission, 28, 62; Tougaloo College, 12 

Austin, Ruthlyn, sec. school section, 127 

Authors, Mississippi, 31-33, 81, 139, 
Greenwood-Leflore trustees, 16 

Baldwyn Branch L, 73 

Barnes, Ariel, 19 

Barton, Mrs. K. T., 13 

Bassett, Mary, 100 

Bay St. Louis L, 104, 106, 131 

Belhaven College L, in 1916, 55 

Benton, M. L., 13 

some © ae. 21, 73; President M. L. 


-» 137 

Biloxi L, 76, 133, in 1916, 52 

Blue Mountain College 1, in 1916, 55 

Book week, 

Bookmobiles, 18; Commission, 28, 79; 
Tombigbee, 106 

Books, care and repair, 111 

British Museum catalogue of printed 
books, 12 

Broach, Jeanne, 16; administrators’ 
roundtable, leader, 61 

Brookhaven L, 18, 19, in 1916, 52; ser- 
vice to negroes, 118 

Brown, Ellen, 19 

Buildings: Northwest Junior College, 
12; East Forest High School L, 15; 
Cleveland 1, 29, 78 

Bull, Susie, 13 

Byrd, Mrs. A. M., 21 

Calhoun, Lola, 11 

Canton L, 19, 131 

Capital — Regional L, 18, 21, 73, 

Carthage L, 106 

Charleston L, 29, 133 

Children's literature, 63 

Citizens’ Library Movement, 81, offi- 
cers, 127 

Clark, Mrs. C. C., American heritage, 
Mississippi style, 25, 108; P.T.A., 75 

Clark, Mrs. J. B., 15 

Clark, S. F., 14 

Clarksdale L, 74, in 1916, 52; arts and 
crafts exhibits, 17, 132; juvenile 
dept., 103; service to negroes, 116; 
study courses, 16 

Cleveland L, 29, 78 





under 


name of Region. 


Colby, Jean, M. L. A. speaker, 125 

Coleman, J. P., attorney general, letter, 
22-23, 107-108 
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Getting books read, discussion, Carey 
Moore and Harvey Mowrey, lead- 
ers, 63-65 

Gifts to libraries, 67-68 

Govan, Christine, M. L. A. speaker, 93, 
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M. L. A. speaker, 93, 125 








ir- 
eS, 
Id 
rs, 
2S, 


3; 
li- 


ly 
6, 





LIBRARY NEWS 145 





School libraries, news, Mattie Milner, 
comp., 13-16, 70-73, 101-103; Sue 
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